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REMARKS 

Claims 1-6 and 9-33 are present in this application. Claims 7 and 8 are canceled. Claims 
18-33 stand withdrawn. Claims 2, 16, 27. 29, 30, 31, and 33 are currently amended. Support is 
found in the claims as originally filed and Table 1 . Reconsideration of the application is requested. 

The present invention is directed toward an organometal complex useful as a catalyst 
precursor. The catalyst precursor as defined in the instant claims comprises a selected Group -8, 
-9, or -10 transition metal, M; an ancillary bi-dentate ligand associated with M and comprising a 
substituted terminal amine and a substituted terminal phosphine connected by a hydrocarbyl bridge 
Y; and two abstractable ligands, X, bonded to the metal M in addition to the P-N containing 
ancillary ligand. 

Rejections Under 35 U.S.C. S 112 

Claims 1-6 and 9-17 have been rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 1 12, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicants regard as the invention. 

The Examiner suggests that it is not clear if the 3 - 50 in claim 2 includes non ring atoms. 
Applicant respectfully submits that one of ordinary skill in the art would know that such language 
includes non ring atoms, however to facilitate prosecution as amended the claims to state that "the 
two X's are connected tn far m catecholate. 3.5-dibutvlcatech alate. 3.6-dibutvlcatecholate, 
3. 6-dibutvl-4. 5-dimethoxvcatecholate. 3. 6-dibutvU4.5-dich lorocatecholate. 
l^dihutvl^.S-dibromocatecholate. 1 J-nroovlene. o r 1.4-butvlene". Withdrawal of this 
rejection under 35 U.S.C. §1 12 is respectfully requested. 

Claims 16 and 17 have been rejected under 35 U.S.C. §112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite. The Examiner suggests that Claims 16 and 17 are inconsistent with claims 14 and 2. 
Claim 16 has been made independent and Claim 17 has been currently amended to be dependent 
upon claim 16. In view of the amendments to claims 16 and 17 withdrawal of the rejection is 
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respectfully requested. Applicant apologizes for the confusion in the previous reply regarding 
claims 16 and 17. 

Rejections Under 35 USC S 102rtrt 

Claims 2-6 and 12-16 have been rejected under 35 U.S.C. §102(b) as allegedly being 
anticipated by Buchwald et al. (U.S. Patent No. 6,307,087, hereinafter "Buchwald"). The 
Examiner suggests that the invention as claimed is anticipated when one reads the term 
"abstractable ligands" broadly citing column 7, lines 5 to 44 and column 31 lines 40 to column 32 
line 32. This rejection is respectfully traversed. Applicant notes that claims 9, 10, and 11 are not 
rejected over Buchwald. Applicant has amended claims 2 and 16 to include the substitutents for 
X listed in all three claims. Thus Applicant respectfully submits the rejection over Buchwald 
should be withdrawn. 

Related Application 

This application relates to similar subject matter in USSN 10/692,827, filed October 24, 
2003. The Examiner is encouraged to review both applications in light of each other. 

Conclusion 

Applicant respectfully submits that the claims are in condition for allowance and 
respectfully requests notice of such. 

Please charge any deficiency in fees or credit any oveipayments during the entire pendency 
of this case to Deposit Account No, 05-1712. Please also charge any petition fees, including fees 
for extensions of time necessary for the pendency of this case or copendency of this application 
with another application at any time to Deposit Account No. 05-1712. 



6 August 2007 
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Any comments or questions concerning the application can be directed to the undersigned 
at the telephone number given below. 

Respectfully submitted, 



D ate Catherine L. Bell 

Attorney for Applicant 
Registration No. 35,444 

ExxonMobil Chemical Company 

Law Technology 

P.O. Box 2149 

Baytown, Texas 77522-2149 

Phone: 281-834-5982 

Fax: 281-834-2495 
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